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The church is dark, or partially so, when the service is to begin. 
 
All stand, and the Officiant greets the people with these words. 

  Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

One of the following, or some other Short Lesson of Scripture appropriate to the occasion or to 
the season, may then be read 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For darkness 
shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his 
glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 
dawn.     Isaiah 60:1-3 

The Officiant then says the Prayer for Light, using any one of the following or some other 
suitable prayer, first saying 

Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this 
light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The candles at the Altar are now lighted, as are other candles and lamps as may be convenient. 
 
During the candle-lighting, an appropriate anthem or psalm may be sung, or silence kept. 

 
The following hymn, or a metrical version of it, or some other hymn, is then sung 

O Gracious Light    Phos hilaron 

O gracious light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 
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The Psalms  

110 Dixit Dominus 

1 The Lord said to my Lord, "Sit at my right hand, * 
until I make your enemies your footstool." 
 
2 The Lord will send the scepter of your power out of Zion, * 
saying, "Rule over your enemies round about you. 
 
3 Princely state has been yours from the day of your birth; * 
in the beauty of holiness have I begotten you, 
like dew from the womb of the morning." 
 
4 The Lord has sworn and he will not recant: * 
"You are a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek." 
 
5 The Lord who is at your right hand 
will smite kings in the day of his wrath; * 
he will rule over the nations. 

116 Dilexi, quoniam 
 
1 I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of 
my supplication, * 
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever 
I called upon him. 
 
2 The cords of death entangled me; 
the grip of the grave took hold of me; * 
I came to grief and sorrow. 
 
3 Then I called upon the Name of the Lord: * 
"O Lord, I pray you, save my life." 
 
4 Gracious is the Lord and righteous; * 
our God is full of compassion. 
 
5 The Lord watches over the innocent; * 
I was brought very low, and he helped me. 
 
6 Turn again to your rest, O my soul. * 
for the Lord has treated you well. 
 
7 For you have rescued my life from death, * 
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling. 
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8 I will walk in the presence of the Lord * 
in the land of the living. 
 
9 I believed, even when I said, 
"I have been brought very low." * 
In my distress I said, "No one can be trusted." 
 
10 How shall I repay the Lord * 
for all the good things he has done for me? 
 
11 I will lift up the cup of salvation * 
and call upon the Name of the Lord. 

12 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord * 
in the presence of all his people. 
 
13 Precious in the sight of the Lord * 
is the death of his servants. 
 
14 O Lord, I am your servant; * 
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 
you have freed me from my bonds. 
 
15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
and call upon the Name of the Lord. 
 
16 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord * 
in the presence of all his people, 
 
17 In the courts of the Lord's house, * 
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 
Hallelujah! 
  
117 Laudate Dominum 
 
1 Praise the Lord, all you nations; * 
laud him, all you peoples. 
 
2 For his loving-kindness toward us is great, * 
and the faithfulness of the Lord endures for ever. 
Hallelujah! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen.  
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The Lessons  

The Old Testament                                                                   Genesis 6:9-22  

Reader     A reading from the Book of Genesis.  

HESE ARE the descendants of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his 
generation; Noah walked with God. And Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with violence. And God saw 
that the earth was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted its ways upon the earth. And God said to 
Noah, ‘I have determined to make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence because 
of them; now I am going to destroy them along with the earth. Make yourself an ark of 
cypress* wood; make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out with pitch. This is how you 
are to make it: the length of the ark three hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height 
thirty cubits. Make a roof* for the ark, and finish it to a cubit above; and put the door of the ark in 
its side; make it with lower, second, and third decks. For my part, I am going to bring a flood of 
waters on the earth, to destroy from under heaven all flesh in which is the breath of life; 
everything that is on the earth shall die. But I will establish my covenant with you; and you shall 
come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you. And of every living 
thing, of all flesh, you shall bring two of every kind into the ark, to keep them alive with you; 
they shall be male and female. Of the birds according to their kinds, and of the animals according 
to their kinds, of every creeping thing of the ground according to its kind, two of every kind shall 
come in to you, to keep them alive. Also take with you every kind of food that is eaten, and store 
it up; and it shall serve as food for you and for them.’ Noah did this; he did all that God 
commanded him. 

Reader     The Word of the Lord. 

People      Thanks be to God. 

 

The Song of Mary Magnificat        Luke 1:46-55 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior;* 
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed:* 
the Almighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him* 

T 
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in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm,* 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,* 
and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things,* 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel,* 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers,* 
to Abraham and his children for ever.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen.  
 

The New Testament Lesson                     Mark 2:23-3:6 

Reader     A reading from the Gospel of Mark.  

NE SABBATH he was going through the cornfields; and as they made their way his 
disciples began to pluck heads of grain. The Pharisees said to him, ‘Look, why are they 

doing what is not lawful on the sabbath?’ And he said to them, ‘Have you never read what David 
did when he and his companions were hungry and in need of food? He entered the house of God, 
when Abiathar was high priest, and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any 
but the priests to eat, and he gave some to his companions.’ Then he said to them, ‘The sabbath 
was made for humankind, and not humankind for the sabbath; so the Son of Man is lord even of 
the sabbath.’ 

Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered hand. They watched 
him to see whether he would cure him on the sabbath, so that they might accuse him. And he 
said to the man who had the withered hand, ‘Come forward.’ Then he said to them, ‘Is it lawful 
to do good or to do harm on the sabbath, to save life or to kill?’ But they were silent. He looked 
around at them with anger; he was grieved at their hardness of heart and said to the man, ‘Stretch 
out your hand.’ He stretched it out, and his hand was restored. The Pharisees went out and 
immediately conspired with the Herodians against him, how to destroy him. 

Reader     The Word of the Lord. 

People      Thanks be to God. 

O 
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The Song of Simeon   Nunc Dimittis      Luke 2:29-32 
 
Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
    to go in peace as you have promised; 
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
    whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
    and the glory of your people Israel. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
 
The Apostle's Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

 

 

\ 
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The Prayers  

The Lord's Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily 
bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who 
trespass 
against us. 
And lead us not into 
temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Suffrages B 

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,  
We entreat you, O Lord.  
 
That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill,  
We entreat you, O Lord.  
 
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses,  
We entreat you, O Lord.  
 
That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world,  
We entreat you, O Lord.  
 
That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great 
judgment seat of Christ,  
We entreat you, O Lord.  
 
That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of Blessed Mary, the 
God-bearer; Blessed Luke; and all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,  
We entreat you, O Lord.  
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Collect of the Day: First Sunday after the Epiphany: The Baptism of our 
Lord 

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved 
Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may 
keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you 
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

A Collect for Saturdays  

O God, the source of eternal light: Shed forth your unending day upon us who watch for you, 
that our lips may praise you, our lives may bless you, and our worship on the morrow give you 
glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

For Mission  

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels 
charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, 
soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen.  
 

Prayers and Intercessions  

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.  
 

The General Thanksgiving  

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
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through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.  

 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.  

 

The Ending  

Benediction  
Officiant Let us bless the Lord.  

People   Thanks be to God.  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 
with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14  
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