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The church is dark, or partially so, when the service is to begin. 
 
All stand, and the Officiant greets the people with these words. 

  Bless the Lord forgives all our sins. 
People Thanks be to God. 

One of the following, or some other Short Lesson of Scripture appropriate to the occasion or to 
the season, may then be read 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him 
there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in 
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all 
sin.     1 John 1:5-7 

The Officiant then says the Prayer for Light, using any one of the following or some other 
suitable prayer, first saying 

Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and most merciful God, kindle within us the fire of love, that by its cleansing flame we 
may be purged of all our sins and made worthy to worship you in spirit and in truth; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The candles at the Altar are now lighted, as are other candles and lamps as may be convenient. 
 
During the candle-lighting, an appropriate anthem or psalm may be sung, or silence kept. 

 
The following hymn, or a metrical version of it, or some other hymn, is then sung 

O Gracious Light    Phos hilaron 

O gracious light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 
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The Psalms   Read in unison, pausing at the asterisk. 

23 Dominus regit me 
 
1 The Lord is my shepherd; * 
I shall not be in want. 
 
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
and leads me beside still waters. 
 
3 He revives my soul * 
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 
 
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil; * 
for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup is running over. 
 
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

27 Dominus illuminatio 
 
1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom then shall I fear? * 
the Lord is the strength of my life; 
of whom then shall I be afraid? 
 
2 When evildoers came upon me to eat up my flesh, * 
it was they, my foes and my adversaries, who 
stumbled and fell. 
 
3 Though an army should encamp against me, * 
yet my heart shall not be afraid; 
 
4 And though war should rise up against me, * 
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yet will I put my trust in him. 
 
5 One thing have I asked of the Lord; 
one thing I seek; * 
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; 
 
6 To behold the fair beauty of the Lord * 
and to seek him in his temple. 

7 For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter; * 
he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling 
and set me high upon a rock. 
 
8 Even now he lifts up my head * 
above my enemies round about me. 
 
9 Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation 
with sounds of great gladness; * 
I will sing and make music to the Lord. 
 
10 Hearken to my voice, O Lord, when I call; * 
have mercy on me and answer me. 
 
11 You speak in my heart and say, "Seek my face." * 
Your face, Lord, will I seek. 
 
12 Hide not your face from me, * 
nor turn away your servant in displeasure. 
 
13 You have been my helper; 
cast me not away; * 
do not forsake me, O God of my salvation. 
 
14 Though my father and my mother forsake me, * 
the Lord will sustain me. 
 
15 Show me your way, O Lord; * 
lead me on a level path, because of my enemies. 
 
16 Deliver me not into the hand of my adversaries, * 
for false witnesses have risen up against me, 
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and also those who speak malice. 
 
17 What if I had not believed 
that I should see the goodness of the Lord * 
in the land of the living! 

18 O tarry and await the Lord's pleasure; 
be strong, and he shall comfort your heart; * 
wait patiently for the Lord. 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons  

The Old Testament                                                                                            Genesis 43:16-34 

Reader     A reading from the Book of Genesis. 
 

HEN JOSEPH saw Benjamin with them, he said to the steward of his house, ‘Bring the 
men into the house, and slaughter an animal and make ready, for the men are to dine with 

me at noon.’ The man did as Joseph said, and brought the men to Joseph’s house. Now the men 
were afraid because they were brought to Joseph’s house, and they said, ‘It is because of the 
money, replaced in our sacks the first time, that we have been brought in, so that he may have an 
opportunity to fall upon us, to make slaves of us and take our donkeys.’ So they went up to the 
steward of Joseph’s house and spoke with him at the entrance to the house. They said, ‘Oh, my 
lord, we came down the first time to buy food; and when we came to the lodging-place we 
opened our sacks, and there was each one’s money in the top of his sack, our money in full 
weight. So we have brought it back with us. Moreover, we have brought down with us additional 
money to buy food. We do not know who put our money in our sacks.’ He replied, ‘Rest assured, 
do not be afraid; your God and the God of your father must have put treasure in your sacks for 
you; I received your money.’ Then he brought Simeon out to them. When the steward* had 
brought the men into Joseph’s house, and given them water, and they had washed their feet, and 
when he had given their donkeys fodder, they made the present ready for Joseph’s coming at 
noon, for they had heard that they would dine there. 
When Joseph came home, they brought him the present that they had carried into the house, and 
bowed to the ground before him. He inquired about their welfare, and said, ‘Is your father well, 
the old man of whom you spoke? Is he still alive?’ They said, ‘Your servant our father is well; he 
is still alive.’ And they bowed their heads and did obeisance. Then he looked up and saw his 

W 
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brother Benjamin, his mother’s son, and said, ‘Is this your youngest brother, of whom you spoke 
to me? God be gracious to you, my son!’ With that, Joseph hurried out, because he was 
overcome with affection for his brother, and he was about to weep. So he went into a private 
room and wept there. Then he washed his face and came out; and controlling himself he said, 
‘Serve the meal.’ They served him by himself, and them by themselves, and the Egyptians who 
ate with him by themselves, because the Egyptians could not eat with the Hebrews, for that is an 
abomination to the Egyptians. When they were seated before him, the firstborn according to his 
birthright and the youngest according to his youth, the men looked at one another in 
amazement. Portions were taken to them from Joseph’s table, but Benjamin’s portion was five 
times as much as any of theirs. So they drank and were merry with him. 
 
Reader     The Word of the Lord. 
People      Thanks be to God. 

 

The Song of Mary Magnificat        Luke 1:46-55 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior;* 
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed:* 
the Almighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him* 
in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm,* 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,* 
and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things,* 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel,* 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers,* 
to Abraham and his children for ever.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen.  
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The New Testament Lesson                       John 7:1-13 

Reader     A reading from the Gospel of John.  

FTER THIS Jesus went about in Galilee. He did not wish to go about in Judea because the 
Jews were looking for an opportunity to kill him. Now the Jewish festival of Booths was 

near. So his brothers said to him, ‘Leave here and go to Judea so that your disciples also may see 
the works you are doing; for no one who wants to be widely known acts in secret. If you do these 
things, show yourself to the world.’ (For not even his brothers believed in him.) Jesus said to 
them, ‘My time has not yet come, but your time is always here. The world cannot hate you, but it 
hates me because I testify against it that its works are evil. Go to the festival yourselves. I am 
not going to this festival, for my time has not yet fully come.’ After saying this, he remained in 
Galilee. 
But after his brothers had gone to the festival, then he also went, not publicly but as it were in 
secret. The Jews were looking for him at the festival and saying, ‘Where is he?’ And there was 
considerable complaining about him among the crowds. While some were saying, ‘He is a good 
man’, others were saying, ‘No, he is deceiving the crowd.’ Yet no one would speak openly about 
him for fear of the Jews. 
 
 
Reader     The Word of the Lord. 

People      Thanks be to God. 
 
 

The Song of Simeon   Nunc Dimittis      Luke 2:29-32 
 
Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
    to go in peace as you have promised; 
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
    whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
    and the glory of your people Israel. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen.  
 

A 
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The Apostle's Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

The Prayers  
 

The Lord's Prayer  
 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
Officiant and People 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
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And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those  
     who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

Suffrages B 
 
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,  
We entreat you, O Lord.  
 
That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill,  
We entreat you, O Lord.  
 
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses,  
We entreat you, O Lord.  
 
That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world,  
We entreat you, O Lord.  
 
That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great 
judgment seat of Christ,  
We entreat you, O Lord.  
 
That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of Blessed Mary, the 
God-bearer; Blessed Luke, Blessed William  Mayo, and Blessed Charles  Menninger; and all 
your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,  
We entreat you, O Lord.  
 
Collect of the Day: Second Sunday in Lent 
 
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from 
your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast 
the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit 
lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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A Collect for Saturdays  

O God, the source of eternal light: Shed forth your unending day upon us who watch for you, 
that our lips may praise you, our lives may bless you, and our worship on the morrow give you 
glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

A Collect For Mission  

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels 
charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, 
soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen.  

Prayers and Intercessions  

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.  
 

 

The General Thanksgiving  

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.  
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Closing Collect 

Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers, creator of the changes of day and night, giving 
rest to the weary, renewing the strength of those who are spent, bestowing upon us occasions of 
song in the evening. As you have protected us in the day that is past, so be with us in the coming 
night; keep us from every sin, every evil, and every fear; for you are our light and salvation, and 
the strength of our life. To you be glory for endless ages. Amen.  

Blessing 

A bishop or priest may use the following or some other blessing or grace 

The Lord bless you and keep you. Amen. 
The Lord make his face to shine upon you 
   and be gracious to you. Amen. 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you 
   and give you peace. Amen. 

Dismissal  

Officiant Let us bless the Lord.  

People   Thanks be to God.  
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