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The church is dark, or partially so, when the service is to begin. 
All stand, and the Officiant greets the people with these words. 
 

  Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

One of the following, or some other Short Lesson of Scripture appropriate to the occasion or to 
the season, may then be read 

And in the spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city 
Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. 

I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the 
city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the 
Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 
Revelation 21:10, 22-24 

The Officiant then says the Prayer for Light, using any one of the following or some other 
suitable prayer, first saying 

Let us pray. 
 
Eternal God, who led your ancient people into freedom by a pillar by day and a pillar of fire by 
night: Grant that we who walk in the light of your presence may rejoice in the liberty of the 
children of God; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

The candles at the Altar are now lighted, as are other candles and lamps as may be convenient. 
 
During the candle-lighting, an appropriate anthem or psalm may be sung, or silence kept. 

The following hymn, or a metrical version of it, or some other hymn, is then sung 

O Gracious Light    Phos hilaron 

O gracious light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 
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The Psalms   Read in unison, pausing at the asterisk. 

139 Domine, probasti 
 
1 Lord, you have searched me out and known me; * 
you know my sitting down and my rising up; 
you discern my thoughts from afar. 
 
2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places * 
and are acquainted with all my ways. 
 
3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * 
but you, O Lord, know it altogether. 
 
4 You press upon me behind and before * 
and lay your hand upon me. 
 
5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * 
it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 
 
6 Where can I go then from your Spirit? * 
where can I flee from your presence? 
 
7 If I climb up to heaven, you are there; * 
if I make the grave my bed, you are there also. 
 
8 If I take the wings of the morning * 
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
 
9 Even there your hand will lead me * 
and your right hand hold me fast. 
 
10 If I say, "Surely the darkness will cover me, * 
and the light around me turn to night," 
 
11 Darkness is not dark to you; 
the night is as bright as the day; * 
darkness and light to you are both alike. 
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12 For you yourself created my inmost parts; * 
you knit me together in my mother's womb. 

13 I will thank you because I am marvelously made; * 
your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 
 
14 My body was not hidden from you, * 
while I was being made in secret 
and woven in the depths of the earth. 
 
15 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; 
all of them were written in your book; * 
they were fashioned day by day, 
when as yet there was none of them. 
 
16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! * 
how great is the sum of them! 
 
17 If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; * 
to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 
 
(18 Oh, that you would slay the wicked, O God! * 
You that thirst for blood, depart from me. 
 
19 They speak despitefully against you; * 
your enemies take your Name in vain. 
 
20 Do I not hate those, O Lord, who hate you? * 
and do I not loathe those who rise up against you? 
 
21 I hate them with a perfect hatred; * 
they have become my own enemies. 
 
22 Search me out, O God, and know my heart; * 
try me and know my restless thoughts. 
 
23 Look well whether there be any wickedness in me * 
and lead me in the way that is everlasting.) 
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The Lessons  

The Old Testament                                                                                          Proverbs 4:7-18 

Reader    A reading from the Book of Proverbs. 

HE beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom, 
   and whatever else you get, get insight. 

Prize her highly, and she will exalt you; 
   she will honour you if you embrace her. 
She will place on your head a fair garland; 
   she will bestow on you a beautiful crown.’ 

 
Hear, my child, and accept my words, 
   that the years of your life may be many. 
I have taught you the way of wisdom; 
   I have led you in the paths of uprightness. 
When you walk, your step will not be hampered; 
   and if you run, you will not stumble. 
Keep hold of instruction; do not let go; 
   guard her, for she is your life. 
Do not enter the path of the wicked, 
   and do not walk in the way of evildoers. 
Avoid it; do not go on it; 
   turn away from it and pass on. 
For they cannot sleep unless they have done wrong; 
   they are robbed of sleep unless they have made someone stumble. 
For they eat the bread of wickedness 
   and drink the wine of violence. 
But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, 
   which shines brighter and brighter until full day. 

 
 
Reader     The Word of the Lord. 
People      Thanks be to God. 

 

 

T 
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The Song of Mary Magnificat        Luke 1:46-55 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior;* 
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed:* 
the Almighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him* 
in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm,* 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,* 
and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things,* 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel,* 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers,* 
to Abraham and his children for ever.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
 
The New Testament Lesson             John 12:20-26 

Reader     A reading from the Gospel of John.  

OW among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to 
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see 

Jesus.’ Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus 
answered them, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, 
unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it 
bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will 
keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my 
servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honour. 

Reader     The Word of the Lord. 

People      Thanks be to God. 

N 
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The Song of Simeon   Nunc Dimittis      Luke 2:29-32 
 
Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
    to go in peace as you have promised; 
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
    whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
    and the glory of your people Israel. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
 
 
The Apostle's Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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The Prayers  
 

The Lord's Prayer  
 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
Officiant and People 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those  
     who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Suffrages B 
 
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,  
We entreat you, O Lord.  
 
That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill,  
We entreat you, O Lord.  
 
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses,  
We entreat you, O Lord.  
 
That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world,  
We entreat you, O Lord.  
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That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great 
judgment seat of Christ,  
We entreat you, O Lord.  
 
That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of Blessed Mary, the 
God-bearer; Blessed Luke; Blessed Philip and Blessed James, and all your saints, entrusting one 
another and all our life to Christ,  
We entreat you, O Lord.  

 
Collect of the Day: The Feast of St. Philip and St. James 
 
Almighty God, who gave to your apostles Philip and James grace and strength to bear witness to 
the truth: Grant that we, being mindful of their victory of faith, may glorify in life and death the 
Name of our Lord Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever..  Amen. 
 

 
A Collect for Saturdays  

O God, the source of eternal light: Shed forth your unending day upon us who watch for you, 
that our lips may praise you, our lives may bless you, and our worship on the morrow give you 
glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

A Collect For Mission  

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels 
charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, 
soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen.  

 

Prayers and Intercessions  

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.  
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The General Thanksgiving  

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.  

 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.  

 

Dismissal 

Officiant Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 

People   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 
with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14  
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